The Roughton Benefice

Sunday
Collect
God of truth,
help us to keep your law of love
and to walk in ways of wisdom,
that we may find true life
in Jesus Christ your Son.
First Reading: Genesis 15:1-12,
17-18
15After these things the word of the
LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not
be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your
reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram
said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me,
for I continue childless, and the heir of
my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And
Abram said, “You have given me no
offspring, and so a slave born in my
house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of
the LORD came to him, “This man shall
not be your heir; no one but your very
own issue shall be your heir.” 5He
brought him outside and said, “Look
toward heaven and count the stars, if
you are able to count them.” Then he
said to him, “So shall your descendants
be.” 6And he believed the LORD; and the
LORD reckoned it to him as
righteousness.
7
Then he said to him, “I am the LORD who
brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans,
to give you this land to possess.” 8But he
said, “O Lord GOD, how am I to know
that I shall possess it?” 9He said to him,
“Bring me a heifer three years old, a
female goat three years old, a ram three
years old, a turtledove, and a young
pigeon.” 10He brought him all these and
cut them in two, laying each half over
against the other; but he did not cut the
birds in two. 11And when birds of prey
came down on the carcasses, Abram
drove them away.
12
As the sun was going down, a deep
sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and
terrifying darkness descended upon
him.
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Psalm 42 & 43

about mournfully because the
enemy oppresses me?”
10
As with a deadly wound in my
body, my adversaries taunt me,
while they say to me continually,
“Where is your God?”
11
Why are you cast down, O my soul,
and why are you disquieted within
me? Hope in God; for I shall again
praise him, my help and my God.

Psalm 42

Psalm 43

1

1

17

When the sun had gone down and it
was dark, a smoking fire pot and a
flaming torch passed between these
pieces. 18On that day the LORD made a
covenant with Abram, saying, “To your
descendants I give this land, from the
river of Egypt to the great river, the river
Euphrates.

As a deer longs for flowing streams,
so my soul longs for you, O God.
2
My soul thirsts for God, for the
living God. When shall I come and
behold the face of God?
3
My tears have been my food day
and night, while people say to me
continually, “Where is your God?”
4
These things I remember, as I pour
out my soul: how I went with the
throng, and led them in procession
to the house of God, with glad
shouts and songs of thanksgiving, a
multitude keeping festival.
5
Why are you cast down, O my soul,
and why are you disquieted within
me? Hope in God; for I shall again
praise him, my help
6
and my God.
My soul is cast down within me;
therefore I remember you from the
land of Jordan and of Hermon, from
Mount Mizar.
7
Deep calls to deep at the thunder of
your cataracts; all your waves and
your billows have gone over me.
8
By day the LORD commands his
steadfast love, and at night his song
is with me, a prayer to the God of my
life.
9
I say to God, my rock, “Why have
you forgotten me? Why must I walk

Vindicate me, O God, and defend
my cause against an ungodly people;
from those who are deceitful and
unjust deliver me!
2
For you are the God in whom I take
refuge; why have you cast me off?
Why must I walk about mournfully
because of the oppression of the
enemy?
3
O send out your light and your
truth; let them lead me; let them
bring me to your holy hill and to your
dwelling.
4
Then I will go to the altar of God, to
God my exceeding joy; and I will
praise you with the harp, O God, my
God.
5
Why are you cast down, O my soul,
and why are you disquieted within
me?
Hope in God; for I shall again praise
him, my help and my God.

Second Reading
Galatians 3:23-end
A reading from the second letter of Paul
to the Galatians
23

Now before faith came, we were
imprisoned and guarded under the law
until faith would be revealed.
24
Therefore the law was our
disciplinarian until Christ came, so that
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we might be justified by faith. But now
that faith has come, we are no longer
subject to a disciplinarian, 26for in Christ
Jesus you are all children of God through
faith. 27As many of you as were baptized
into Christ have clothed yourselves with
Christ. 28There is no longer Jew or Greek,
there is no longer slave or free, there is
no longer male and female; for all of you
are one in Christ Jesus. 29And if you
belong to Christ, then you are
Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to
the promise.

Gospel Luke 8:26-39
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Luke

found the man from whom the demons
had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus,
clothed and in his right mind. And they
were afraid. 36Those who had seen it
told them how the one who had been
possessed by demons had been healed.
37
Then all the people of the surrounding
country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to
leave them; for they were seized with
great fear. So he got into the boat and
returned. 38The man from whom the
demons had gone begged that he might
be with him; but Jesus sent him away,
saying, 39“Return to your home, and
declare how much God has done for
you.” So he went away, proclaiming
throughout the city how much Jesus had
done for him.

Post Communion
26

Then they arrived at the country of the
Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee.
27
As he stepped out on land, a man of
the city who had demons met him. For a
long time he had worn no clothes, and
he did not live in a house but in the
tombs. 28When he saw Jesus, he fell
down before him and shouted at the top
of his voice, “What have you to do with
me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I
beg you, do not torment me” - 29for
Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit
to come out of the man. (For many
times it had seized him; he was kept
under guard and bound with chains and
shackles, but he would break the bonds
and be driven by the demon into the
wilds. 30Jesus then asked him, “What is
your name?” He said, “Legion”; for
many demons had entered him. 31They
begged him not to order them to go
back into the abyss.
32
Now there on the hillside a large herd
of swine was feeding; and the demons
begged Jesus to let them enter these. So
he gave them permission. 33Then the
demons came out of the man and
entered the swine, and the herd rushed
down the steep bank into the lake and
was drowned.
34
When the swineherds saw what had
happened, they ran off and told it in the
city and in the country. 35Then people
came out to see what had happened,
and when they came to Jesus, they

Eternal Father,
we thank you for nourishing us
with these heavenly gifts:
may our communion strengthen
us in faith,
build us up in hope,
and make us grow in love;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our
Lord.

The Revised Common Lectionary is copyright © the Consultation on Common Texts, 1992. The Christian Year: Calendar, Lectionary and Collects, 1997 which
includes The Common Worship Lectionary (the Church of England’s adaptations of the Revised Common Lectionary, published as The Principal Service
Lectionary) and the compilation of Collects and Post Communion Prayers, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council and material from it is reproduced with
permission. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible (NRSV) copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ
in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

